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ABSTRACT 
 

 
This article describes a course on lesson analysis for pre-service mathematics 

teachers and reports on the experience of twenty participants who took part in that course, 
working independently online from their homes. The course was taught at the Division of 
Mathematics and Physics of the Scuola di Specializzazione all’Insegnamento Secondario 
(SSIS) in the region of Lazio, Italy.  Videotaped mathematics lessons were shown to pre-
service teachers; the goal was to provide them with a model for analysis of instructional 
activities that might be useful in their lesson planning.  The course used LessonLab 
software, which allows the multimedial management of lesson videos and other 
supplementary materials. The course included ten hours of face-to-face meetings and 
eight hours of independent work at the computer. 

Approximately 100 pre-service teachers participated in the course. All teachers 
attended face-to-face meetings. Most teachers completed their independent work at a 
computer lab with the supervision of a lab assistant. Twenty teachers completed this part 
of the course working online from home. Questionnaire data from this subgroup of 
teachers were collected to evaluate participants’ independent use of the software with 
minimal training, as well as their level of perceived learning and satisfaction with respect 
to the course. Overall findings reveal positive feedback on the software and on the course 
content.  Pre-service teachers appreciated the chance to slow down the teaching process 
and analyze videotaped lessons in ways not possible during in-class observation. 
Participants also reacted positively to the experience of participating from home; this 
allowed them to plan their time better and avoid long commutes to the university. The 
most common difficulty mentioned by the pre-service teachers was slow Internet 
connections; in some cases this interfered with the learning experience. Fuller utilization 
of the software’s capabilities, as well as further opportunities for teacher learning from 
classroom videos, are discussed at the conclusion. 
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